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Preface

Professor Paul Robert Magocsi is a librarian's friend. We appreciate 
him as a bibliographer, cartographer, and encyclopaedist. His scholarly 
contributions to these fields are invaluable to us in answering reference 
queries and supporting the research needs of our students, faculty, and 
fellow scholars. We also value him for his enthusiasm for the printed 
word. As a bibliophilist, he has helped build one of the most outstanding 
Central and East European university library collections in North 
America, and he has assembled the most comprehensive Carpatho-
Ruthenica collection anywhere.

	I will return to his bibliographic and bibliophilic achievements further 
on, but first a bit about the man himself. Paul Robert Magocsi was born 
and grew up in northern New Jersey. Despite his familial Carpatho-
Rusyn and Hungarian roots, his first “national” allegiance was as a “died-
in-the-wool” Brooklyn Dodgers fan. This choice of a “wait ’til next year” 
sports team set somewhat of a precedent in his academic interests, that is, 
groups either at the margins or waiting to realize themselves. As a senior 
at Rutgers University, he wrote an honour's thesis on Alsace, the ever-
annexed, culturally distinct region between France and Germany. Then, 
upon the invitation of James Billington (a historian of Russia and the 
Soviet Union, and the thirteenth Librarian of Congress), Magocsi came 
to Princeton University with the intent of researching the Zaporozhian 
Cossacks. Again, his interest was in studying a group on a frontier—
“beyond the rapids” (za porohy)—though now located on the southern 
steppes of Ukraine. His plans changed, however, when on a research 
trip to Czechoslovakia in 1968 he witnessed the Soviet-led invasion that 
crushed the Prague Spring. He chose to write his doctoral dissertation 
(Ph.D., 1972) on the Carpatho-Rusyns, a people who have traditionally 
lived in the border regions of present-day Poland, Slovakia, Ukraine, and 
Hungary. This research would lead to his first major monograph, The 
Shaping of a National Identity: Subcarpathian Rus', 1848-1948, 1978; 
2nd reprinting 1979; Ukrainian translation 1994 (items 42 and 371).
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	Professor Magocsi's Harvard University period began when he was 
invited in 1971 by Omeljan Pritsak to come to Cambridge as a research 
fellow. In all, he was awarded ten years of post-doctoral research 
appointments there at Harvard's Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 
its Society of Fellows, and the newly established Ukrainian Research 
Institute, where he was a senior research fellow until 1980. At Harvard, 
Magocsi also served as the first managing editor of the Harvard Series in 
Ukrainian Studies, and a member of the editorial board of the Harvard 
Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. With access to the fabulous 
library collections at Widener and Houghton Libraries, and with his 
frequent research trips to Prague, Vienna, and Ukraine, the decade of 
the 1970s was particularly productive for his research on the history 
of nineteenth-century Galicia. That research culminated in Galicia: a 
Historical Survey and Bibliographical Guide, 1983; 2nd printing 1985; 
3rd printing 1990 (item 129), which for the first time brought together 
references to literature and documents in fourteen languages that traced 
the historical development of this border region.

In July 1980, Professor Magocsi was appointed to the Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University of Toronto. The appointment was 
officially inaugurated on 22 October 1980 with his lecture on “National 
Cultures and University Chairs” (items 88 and 89). The Chair was 
renamed the John Yaremko Chair in Ukrainian Studies in 2010 to honour 
John Yaremko's two-million dollar gift to the university. As chairholder, 
Professor Magocsi teaches undergraduate and graduate courses, directs 
master's and doctoral studies in Ukrainian history, holds research 
seminars, sponsors international conferences, offers research fellowships, 
and promotes relations with Ukraine. Aside from this prestigious 
academic appointment, Professor Magocsi has also had a career of 
service to the Carpatho-Rusyns as founding president since 1978 of the 
Carpatho-Rusyn Research Center, and to the ethnic groups of his adopted 
country, Canada, from 1990 to 1998 as director of the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario, where he oversaw the publishing of the 
Encyclopedia of Canada's Peoples, 1999 (item 514). For his scholarly 
contributions, Magocsi has been recognized as Full Academician of the 
International Slavonic Academy of Sciences in Kyiv, Ukraine, and as 
Fellow of the Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Royal 
Society of Canada.
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Despite his demanding teaching and professional commitments, 
Professor Magocsi has published prolifically—the present bibliography 
numbers over 700 entries—on his various scholarly interests in 
Ukrainian, Carpatho-Rusyn, and central European studies, including 
bibliography, historical cartography, historiography, nationality- and 
language-identity issues, religion, and North American immigration. His 
book-length contributions and edited volumes on Galicia include the 
historiographical guide mentioned above, and a monograph and collected 
essays on the region, The Roots of Ukrainian Nationalism: Galicia as 
Ukraine's Piedmont, 2002 (item 575), and Galicia: A Multicultured 
Land, 2005 (item 627). In Ukrainian studies, Magocsi's monographs 
comprise, among others, an edited volume on the Ukrainian churchman 
Andrei Sheptytskyi, Morality and Reality: The Life and Times of Andrei 
Sheptyts'kyi, 1989 (item 211); and two histories of Ukraine: A History 
of Ukraine, 1996 (item 450), Ukrainian translation 2007 (item 650), 2nd 
revised and expanded edition 2010, with the added subtitle the Land and 
Its Peoples (item 712); and Ukraine: An Illustrated History, 2007 (item 
657). 

No less important is his ground-breaking work on Rusyn or Carpatho-
Rusyn history and culture. This includes academic studies, such as the 
encyclopaedia on Rusyns, 2002, 2nd revised edition 2005 (items 578 and 
613), Ukrainian translation 2010 (item 708); The Rusyns of Slovakia: A 
Historical Survey, 1993  (item 340), Rusyn-Slovak bilingual translation, 
1994 (item 372); four volumes of a “national  bibliography”: Carpatho-
Rusyn Studies: An Annotated Bibliography, 1975-2004  (items 195, 502, 
632 and 715), as well as his publicistic, popular, and educational efforts, 
including: Our People: Carpatho-Rusyns and Their Descendants in 
North America, in four editions (items 138, 373, and 619); The People 
from Nowhere: An Illustrated History of Carpatho-Rusyns, 2006 (item 
637) and in six other language translations, 2006-09 (items 636, 648, 
649, 662, 692, 693); and Let's Speak Rusyn, in four linguistic variants 
(items 33, 64, 48, and 666).

For anyone who works in the classroom teaching, or in the library 
supporting, Central and East European studies, the essential books from 
Professor Magocsi's scholarly corpus are his Ukraine: A Historical 
Atlas, 1985, 2nd printing 1986, revised printing 1987, 2nd revised 
printing 1992 (item 157), and Historical Atlas of  East Central Europe, 
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1993, 2nd printing 1995 (item 341), 2nd revised and expanded edition 
retitled Historical Atlas of  Central Europe, 2002 (item 577). The 
former has been characterized as “a beautiful, valuable, and all too rare 
historical atlas,” one that fills a void in scholarship “for a correct and 
unfalsified depiction of Ukraine.” For myself, I have always found the 
map and section on minority populations in nineteenth-century Ukraine 
particularly useful. The latter atlas of east-central/central Europe, with 
nearly one hundred reviews, has been described as incomparable and 
of lasting influence in the fields of history and geography, variously 
applauded as “a marvellous conspectus,” “a cartographic masterpiece,” 
and “a jewel of a reference work.” 

Two other works edited by Professor Magocsi that are of superb and 
formidable scholarship, and go-to books for students and lay people, are 
his Encyclopedia of Rusyn History and Culture, 2002; revised edition 
2005 (items 578 and 613), Ukrainian translation 2010 (item 708), and 
the Encyclopedia of Canada's Peoples, 1999 (item 514). These last 
two volumes in some ways are the most important of his reference 
publications, as they document the histories, biographies, and cultural 
activities of ethnic groups that likely would not be included in the greater 
cultures of which they are a part. In the case of Carpatho-Rusyns, their 
cultural, political, and religious figures are often ignored in the historical 
encyclopaedias of the states in which they have lived, such as, for 
example, Austria-Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, or Ukraine.

As for Professor Magocsi the bibliophile, his support of the library 
forms a basis for his (and all of our) scholarship. It is precisely his self-
identification with being a research and publishing scholar that makes his 
own scholarship inseparable from the library, be it in Toronto, Prague, 
Vienna, or elsewhere. And, as someone who has worked as a librarian 
at two of the top five academic libraries in North America—Harvard 
University and the University of Toronto—I can attest to his having 
elevated the Slavonic collection, particularly its Ucrainica, to one 
that can support graduate and post-doctoral level research and attract 
international visiting scholars. 

The establishment of the Chair of Ukrainian Studies in 1980 at the 
University of Toronto initiated the period when the University Library 
began intensively to expand its Ukrainian holdings. As the newly 
appointed chairholder, Professor Magocsi undertook the first systematic 
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analysis of the Ukrainian collection at the University of Toronto Libraries 
(item 156). The result was the “discovery” of over eleven-thousand 
titles, or approximately thirteen-thousand volumes, which by 1986 grew 
to twenty-thousand volumes. To give you a sense of the phenomenal 
growth of the library's Ucrainica collection, during the 1970s it grew on 
average by four-hundred volumes per year, while in the first five years 
after Professor Magocsi's appointment to the university it grew by 1,400 
volumes per year.

The presence of the Chair of Ukrainian Studies attracted donations of 
significant private libraries, and also spurred the purchasing of invaluable 
research collections. In 1982, the University of Toronto Libraries 
acquired a valuable collection from the estate of John Luczkiw, with a 
focus on the literary, cultural, and political activities of Ukrainians in 
the diaspora, particularly those who immigrated to Canada in the first 
half of the twentieth century and those who found themselves in post-
World War II Germany and Austria (so-called displaced persons). The 
following year, in 1983, the Chair of Ukrainian Studies with a grant from 
benefactor Petro Jacyk acquired on microfilm all western Ukrainian 
serials held at the Austrian National Library in Vienna, as well as some 
additional titles held by the Széchényi National Library in Budapest, the 
National Museum in Prague, the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome, 
and the Episcopal and Heritage Institute Libraries of the Byzantine 
Catholic Diocese of Passaic, New Jersey. As the special catalogue 
indicates (item 120), the microfilm collection spans the years 1848 to 
1918, and includes complete or nearly complete runs of 175 newspapers 
and journals issued in the historic regions of western Ukraine (i.e., 
Galicia, Bukovina, and Transcarpathia) that had been part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. 

A third major acquisition came in 1984 from the estate of the 
Canadian-born New York book collector Paul M. Fekula (1905-1982). 
The purchase was made possible through the Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
Foundation, with additional funds from a variety of individual sources. 
Known as the Millennium Ukrainian Collection, in commemoration of 
the decade-long celebrations marking one thousand years of Christianity 
in Ukraine-Rus′, these twenty-one books comprise biblical texts, 
liturgies, and prayer books printed between 1614 and 1794, and produced 
on presses in the cultural centres of Lviv, Kyiv, and Pochaïv in present-
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day Ukraine. Other, smaller, collections followed the acquisitions of the 
Millennium and Jacyk material, and continue to this day. 

And, I might add, that Professor Magocsi's support for the library 
collection does not apply only to Ucrainica. Every year he donates 
personally books and serials in Czech, English, German, Hungarian, 
Russian, Rusyn, and Slovak, among other languages, to the University 
of Toronto Libraries. Much more significant is his library of Carpatho-
Ruthenica housed at the  office of the Chair of Ukrainian Studies. 
Presently, the collection consists of over 20,000 books and serials dating 
from the seventeenth century to the present that deal with the history, 
language, and culture of Carpatho-Rusyns in all regions where they 
reside in the European homeland as well as in the diaspora (especially 
the United States and Canada). The material is published in the various 
local Rusyn dialects as well as in Latin, Hungarian, Russian, Ukrainian, 
Czech, Slovak, Polish, German, Yiddish, French, English, etc. Included 
are works in the fields of bibliography, demography, history, biography, 
religion, language, ethnography, literature, art, and architecture. Among 
them are encyclopaedic and statistical guides, church schematisma, 
school texts, original literary works, atlases, maps, and complete runs of 
serials dating from the late nineteenth century to the present.

With this bibliography recognizing forty-seven years of Paul Robert 
Magocsi's publications, I, on behalf of my profession and the University 
of Toronto Libraries, salute him as a dedicated scholar, a meticulous 
bibliographer, and an enthusiastic bibliophile.

Dr. Ksenya Kiebuzinski
Slavic Resources Coordinator
Head, Petro Jacyk Central and East European Resource Centre
University of Toronto Libraries 
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Introduction to the First Edition

It was with a feeling of genuine pleasure that I accepted the 
invitation to write an introduction to Professor Magocsi’s impressive 
bibliography, which reflects so well his manifold activities and 
scholarly interests. Its publication marks three important milestones in 
his life: his fortieth birthday, two decades of his published work, and 
the fifth anniversary of the establishment of the Chair of Ukrainian 
Studies at the University of Toronto, of which he became the first 
holder and which, under his imaginative and dynamic leadership, has 
helped to make this university one of the leading centres in that field on 
the North American  continent.

A native of New Jersey, Professor Magocsi was educated at Rutgers 
and Princeton universities, receiving from the latter institution his 
Ph.D. degree in History in 1972. He continued his education in the 
School of Slavonic Studies at Charles University in Prague, the School 
of Hungarian Language and Civilization at Lajos Kossuth University in 
Debrecen, and at Harvard University where he was appointed for three 
years (1973-1976) to the prestigious Society of Fellows, which, in the 
words of Carl Kaysen, the former director of the Princeton Institute for 
Advanced Studies, is the “highest compliment Harvard pays to a young 
man.”

Professor Magocsi’s research, teaching, and administrative activities 
have been equally diversified. He worked, among other things, as a 
research specialist for the United States Office of Education and the 
University of Minnesota project entitled “Emigration, Education, and 
Social Change”; he participated in the United States Department of State 
academic exchange (irex) with Czechoslovakia; he was an inventory 
consultant to the Bakhmetieff Archive of Russian and East European 
Civilization at Columbia University; he taught courses on the Habsburg 
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Empire and its successor states and on linguistic and cultural minorities 
at Harvard University; and he acted as managing editor of the Harvard 
Series in Ukrainian Studies.

Professor Magocsi’s earliest publications date from the 1960s and 
range from letters to the editors of newspapers (including, even in his 
student days, the prestigious New York Times—see items 1, 5 and 16) 
and reviews of films and plays to probing attempts to discover the truth 
behind the controversial events of the present and the past (e.g., the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 and Khmel’nyts’kyi’s uprising of 
1648—see items 6-8 and 13)—in other words, to find a response to 
the classical and yet almost unanswerable question, “wie es eigentlich 
gewesen.” In addition, already during his years of apprenticeship 
Magocsi demonstrated a keen interest in two interrelated issues to which 
he was to devote over half of all his publications: the history of the 
country of his maternal ancestors, Subcarpathian Rus’, and the problems 
of the Carpatho-Rusyn community in the United States. While some 
(rather amateurish) attempts in that direction had been made by his 
predecessors, it was he who almost singlehandedly “put Subcarpathian 
Rus’ on the map” (St. Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, XXVIII, 2, 
1984, p. 137).

Many of Professor Magocsi’s articles, seminar reports, 
bibliographical compilations, and even textbooks of the Rusyn 
language (items 33 and 64) produced during the 1970s can be 
described as merely byproducts of The Shaping of a National Identity: 
Subcarpathian Rus’, 1848-1948 (item 42). This, his magnum opus, 
emerged as a result of many years of hard labour and it generated 
over fifty reviews and review articles in some nine languages. As 
critics were quick to point out, this first major work by a young but 
mature scholar—the book which “we all dream of writing” (Slovakia, 
XXXI, 1984, p. 130)—was also the first and the most comprehensive 
treatment of the subject in any western language. Almost encyclopedic 
in its design, supplied with copious footnotes, extensive biographical 
appendices, and a massive bibliography of over 2,200 titles, it 
transcended the limits of conventional history and developed into a case 
study, demonstrating, in the words of a perceptive critic, “the relevance 
of a seemingly irrelevant group,” for in it “the Subcarpathian Rusyns, 
no matter how ‘minuscule’ they appeared to themselves and to many 
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outsiders, are propelled into new prominence through [Magocsi’s] 
thorough historical analysis” (Canadian Journal of History, XIV, 3, 
1979, pp. 492-493). Even the lively polemics which developed around 
the book (especially the spirited exchange of opinions between one 
of the reviewers, Professor Vasyl Markus, and the author—items 94 
and 110) helped to clarify some of the contentious issues surrounding 
the subject and contributed to a better understanding of the infinitely 
complex processes which determine the formation of national identity 
in border areas, where various political ideologies may be competing 
for the allegiance of an ethnic group which has not yet made a definite 
commitment to any single national orientation.

An outgrowth of The Shaping of a National Identity was Magocsi’s 
brief survey of the Rusyn-Ukrainians of Eastern Slovakia (item 119), 
outlining their history from earliest times to the present, as well 
as a series of articles dealing with various aspects of the history of 
Subcarpathian Rus’, its most prominent personalities, the language 
question, and the literature produced by them both in their homeland and 
in the United States (items 43-44, 46-56, 58, 62-63, 82, 87, 90, 95, 100, 
104-106, 113-115, 121, 123, 128). At the same time, Magocsi expanded 
his research interests to the problems of the Ukrainian immigration. He 
edited and provided with an illuminating introduction the symposium on 
the Ukrainian experience in the United States (items 59-61), published 
by the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, where, from 1976 to 
1980, he occupied the position of Senior Research Fellow. In addition, 
his future interest in Galicia was foreshadowed by a number of studies 
devoted mainly to sociolinguistic and bibliographical issues and their 
impact on the national movement in the future “Ukrainian Piedmont” 
(items 36, 65, 107, 108).

Professor Magocsi’s appointment to the Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
at the University of Toronto and his subsequent move to Canada in 
1980 opened a new stage in his activities as a scholar and teacher and 
gave him for the first time in his career the opportunity to initiate major 
new projects that gave full play to his organizational abilities. It is no 
secret that his appointment was surrounded by considerable controversy 
and that his qualifications were challenged by some members of the 
university community. However, he went through that “baptism of fire” 
with admirable equanimity and self-control, emerging from it unscathed. 
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Incidentally, this dispute was also fruitful from the bibliographical point 
of view, since his name became a household word within and beyond 
University of Toronto circles, giving rise to numerous “Magocsiana” 
appearing in the Ukrainian press, student newspapers, university 
bulletins, and local dailies (in itself enough material for a separate 
bibliography or study).

Professor Magocsi’s partial answer to his would-be detractors 
was his insightful lecture on national cultures and university chairs 
(items 88 and 89). An even more eloquent and effective rebuttal was 
provided by the publication of his Galicia: A Historical Survey and 
Bibliographic Guide (item 129). In this work, Magocsi has produced a 
detailed and informative guide that will undoubtedly remain the most 
authoritative and complete bibliography on the subject for many years 
to come. Based on documentary sources and scholarly literature in many 
languages, it presents and evaluates some 3,000 books and articles—a 
vast undertaking that reflects the author’s knowledge, skill, and energy. 
Of special value are brief chapter surveys of the history of Galicia from 
pre-historic times to the present written in a fresh and lucid style, yet 
at the same time with commendable impartiality and with critical and 
sophisticated judgement. One of the unique features of the book is 
the inclusion of separate chapters dealing with Galicia’s national and 
religious minorities. Small wonder, then, that the reviewers have been 
unanimous in praising it as “a work of exceptional quality,” distinguished 
by “its readability, organization of source material, objectivity, and 
painstaking scholarship” (Canadian Journal of History, XX, 2, 1985, p. 
256)—in short, “a model of how historical bibliography can and should 
be written” (Canadian- American Slavic Studies, XVIII, 4, 1984, p. 494). 
Other critics referred to it as “the first historical survey of Galicia that 
has been written with an unprejudiced mind” (Orientalia Christiana 
Periodica, L, 1984, pp. 501-502), and “virtually a concise encyclopedia 
of the `Galician problem’ in the broadest sense of the word” (Zeszyty 
Historyczne, No. 66, 1983, p. 207).

In addition to completing the book on Galicia, Professor Magocsi has 
also proven himself a prolific and indefatigable scholar in other areas: 
editing and providing introductions to the exquisite Wooden Churches 
in the Carpathians (item 111) and to several volumes in the series 
“Revolution and Nationalism in the Modern World” (items 96-99), as 
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well as writing on such diverse groups as the Frisians, Luxembourgers, 
Maltese, Russians, Ukrainians, and preparing 87 maps of ethnic 
homelands for the Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups 
(items 70-79). Finally, in a veritable labour of love—the beautifully 
designed and lavishly illustrated Our People (item 138)—he has told 
with great perception and sincere affection the moving and fascinating 
story of the Carpatho-Rusyn immigrants and their descendants in 
North America, accompanied by a unique “Root Seeker’s Guide to the 
Homeland.”

Among his original publications of a seminal nature, I would like 
especially to mention Professor Magocsi’s “Old Ruthenianism and 
Russophilism” (item 127), prepared in conjunction with the Ninth 
International Congress of Slavists held in Kiev in 1983. Written 
in an objective and refreshingly dispassionate fashion, this essay 
provides new insights and interpretations on the Old Ruthenian 
movement among Ukrainians in Galicia during the second half of 
the nineteenth century. In the same spirit, he is currently revising his 
thought-provoking survey of Ukrainian history from earliest times to 
the present (a university textbook still unpublished), which provides 
a welcome relief from the romanticized accounts of some of his 
predecessors.

It should be stressed, moreover, that Professor Magocsi has also 
played an active part in organizing or co-sponsoring a number of 
scholarly conferences and lectures. He was also instrumental in the 
acquisition by the University of Toronto Library of the valuable Peter 
Jacyk collection of Ukrainian serials on microfilm, for which he 
compiled an authoritative itemized guide (item 120). Indeed, the entire 
record of his activities both before and since the inception of the Chair 
shows, as an astute reviewer has observed, that “Magocsi clearly knows 
the uses of history, not as the science of a dead past, but as the genetic 
illumination of the present through the study of its origins and evolution” 
(Robert Taft, Diakonia, XIII, 2, 1978, p. 172). This eminently pragmatic 
philosophy is also reflected in Professor Magocsi’s two latest books—
Ukraine: A Historical Atlas (item 157) and the catalogue, Ucrainica at 
the University of Toronto Library (item 156), the former being a superbly 
executed reference tool indispensable to anyone interested in Ukrainian 
studies, the latter a full inventory of one of the largest and best organized 
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collections of Ukrainian materials in Canada. The simultaneous pub
lication of these newest works is certainly the most appropriate way to 
celebrate the Chair of Ukrainian Studies’ fifth anniversary and at the 
same time to inaugurate its second quinquennium—quod felix, faustum, 
fortunatumque sit!

Bohdan Budurowycz 
University of Toronto
1985
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Introduction to the Second Edition

The scholarly career of Professor Paul Robert Magocsi, represented by 
the list of over 540 publications that follows, can be divided into three 
phases. First there was an Ivy-League phase, roughly corresponding to 
the 1970s. During these years he worked on his doctorate at Princeton 
University (received 1972) and then went on to Harvard University, 
where he was a member of the Society of Fellows, a senior research 
fellow of the Ukrainian Research Institute, managing editor of the 
Harvard Series in Ukrainian Studies, and a member of the editorial 
board of the Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. In 
this formative period, Professor Magocsi worked in all the dominant 
themes and genres that were to distinguish his career. The second phase 
commenced in 1980 with his appointment to the Chair of Ukrainian 
Studies at the University of Toronto. Events in Europe, namely the 
revolutions of 1989, created the conditions for a third phase, which was 
also marked by his engagement as director and CEO of the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario (1990-1997).

Each of these phases witnessed a marked increase in his productivity. 
In the bibliography that follows, we might assign items 1-79 to the first 
phase, items 80-215 to the second, and items 217-555 to the third. Each 
phase also demonstrated qualitative change. For example, in phase 
one, he prepared maps for the Harvard Encyclopedia of American 
Ethnic Groups (item 79), and in phase two he published a complete 
historical atlas of Ukraine (item 157), but in phase three he produced a 
historical atlas for the entire, extremely complex east-central portion of 
Europe (item 341). Similarly, if in phase one he was contributing to an 
encyclopedia of ethnic groups (items 70-79), by phase three he was the 
editor-in-chief of one (item 514). Let us look at some of the highlights.

It was in his years at Harvard that Professor Magocsi began to make 
an impact on the scholarly community through his publications. Perhaps 
the first major work to attract attention was his historiographical guide 
to Subcarpathian Rus’, published in the Austrian History Yearbook (item 
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22), which won a prize from the American Association for the Study 
of Hungarian History. He soon followed this up with a bibliography 
on Carpatho-Ruthenians in America (item 27). It turned out that these 
were but the first installments of a long-term project, since he was to 
update these works every ten years in the form of book-length annotated 
bibliographies (items 195, 502). Also in this period he published two 
linguistically different versions of a popular manual, Let’s Speak Rusyn 
(items 33, 64), reprinted several times, which heralded his interest in 
developing a standard Rusyn literary language. He also made strong 
forays at this time into the history of ethnic groups in America, editing 
conference proceedings on the Ukrainian experience in the United 
States (item 59) and contributing entries on Carpatho-Rusyns, Russians, 
Ukrainians and others (items 70-78) to the Harvard encyclopedia 
mentioned above. 

But the most important fruit of those years was The Shaping of a 
National Identity: Subcarpathian Rus’, 1848-1948 (item 42). This was 
in many ways a programmatic work. It proceeded from the premise that 
national identity in Subcarpathia was not a given, that the East Slavs 
of this region could have become Ukrainians, or Rusyns, or Russians. 
It was the first work to treat identity in the Carpathians in this up-for-
grabs fashion. He concluded that the issue had been settled in favor 
of the Ukrainians by 1948, although he had earlier expressed doubts 
about the finality (and desirability) of this result in an article he wrote 
under the pseudonym Pavel Maču (item 26). The Shaping of a National 
Identity stirred up what must have been the liveliest controversy ever 
to visit Ukrainian studies, as many Ukrainian historians in the diaspora 
considered the book to be biased toward the Rusyn option. This 
controversy was only to intensify in later years. The book was also a 
microcosm of the kind of work Professor Magocsi was to pursue during 
the following decades. Although it contained an interpretive survey of the 
development of nationalism in Subcarpathian Rus’ in  the century after 
the Revolutions of 1848, this took up only about half of the tome’s 600-
plus pages. It also had a long appendix with comparative data on activists 
of the Russophile, Ukrainophile, and Rusynophile orientations, which 
amounted to a first draft for a dictionary of national biography. Another 
appendix presented the spectrum of the varieties of literary language 
used in the region. The bibliography took up a fifth of the volume, and 
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there were six maps.
When, in 1980, Professor Magocsi was appointed to the newly 

established Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Toronto, 
many elements in the Ukrainian community, which had raised money for 
the chair, expressed dissatisfaction. Those who were discontent felt that 
Professor Magocsi in his articles and major book on Carpatho-Rusyns 
was undermining the unity of their vulnerable nation and should not 
occupy the Toronto chair. Professor Magocsi responded in a number 
of ways, but the way that is relevant here is his major contributions to 
mainstream Ukrainian studies.

In the Toronto years he published a book-length historiogaphical 
guide to Galicia (item 129), which won Harvard University’s Cenko 
Prize in Ukrainian bibliography and became an indispensable tool for 
students of Ukraine. He published a historical atlas of Ukraine (item 
157). He wrote an oft-cited, seminal article outlining a new framework 
for conceptualizing the Ukrainian national revival (item 210 and 256). 
And he organized a conference on the outstanding Ukrainian churchman 
Andrei Sheptyts’kyi; the collection of articles that emerged from that 
conference (item 211) remains one of the best works on the subject. 
Few other scholars in the field could match such a record. In addition, 
he continued to write on Carpatho-Rusyns, producing four editions of a 
coffee-table history of the Rusyns in North America, Our People (items 
138, 373, 619). In these years, his works on ethnic studies began to 
assume a fully North American perspective, that is, he was integrating 
Canada into his narratives.

In 1989, the Communist regimes collapsed in Poland and 
Czechoslovakia. Professor Magocsi was quick to realize the implications 
for the Lemkos/Rusyns/Ukrainians of these countries and pleased to 
discover that there was considerable interest among these populations 
in defining for themselves a non-Ukrainian Rusyn national identity. 
Professor Magocsi plunged into the nation-building process with them, 
writing numerous articles in the press of North America and Central 
Europe about the Carpatho-Rusyns and their aspirations. Many of the 
longer articles are collected in the two volumes entitled Of the Making of 
Nationalities There is No End (items 533, 534). Symbolic of the success 
achieved was the announcement in 1995 that “a new Slavic language 
is born” (items 391, 433), a reference to a conference that established 
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norms for literary Rusyn. Professor Magocsi’s advocacy of the Rusyn 
cause provoked even more heated resistance from certain Ukrainian 
scholars, but now no longer just in the diaspora. Not only did Ukrainian 
scholars (and community activists) in Czechoslovakia, Poland, and 
Ukraine voice their strenuous objections to his activities, some sought to 
undermine his reputation. 

Yet in spite of all the furor around him, Professor Magocsi was able in 
this third period to publish several major works, including an 800-page 
history of Ukraine (item 450). An achievement of the first magnitude was 
his historical atlas of East Central Europe (item 341), which appeared as 
volume I in the excellent multivolume History of East Central Europe 
edited by Peter Sugar and Donald Treadgold. Perhaps equally impressive 
was his editorship of the Encyclopedia of Canada’s Peoples (item 514). 

What can we expect him to publish in the first years of the new 
century? He is working on at least two large projects that are logical 
extensions of his previous oeuvre: a survey of the nationality question 
in Galicia from the 1830s to 1914 and an encyclopedia of Rusyn history 
and culture. He has prepared a revised version of the slightly re-titled 
Historical Atlas of Central Europe (item 577). And certainly there will a 
further installment in the decennial Carpatho-Rusyn bibliography (item 
632). It is probable also that there will be some surprises.

In surveying Dr. Magocsi’s unusually productive career, two features 
seem to stand out: the themes on which he writes, and the genres that he 
favors. The central core of his interest is clearly the question of national 
identity among the East Slavs of the Carpathians. His multifaceted work 
on the Carpatho-Rusyns is particularly striking, but he has also made 
major contributions to the history of the Ukrainians in Galicia. Judging 
by the quantity and emotional engagement of his writings on each of 
the two cases, the Rusyns of Subcarpathia and the Lemko region are 
of driving interest to him, while the Galician Ukrainians are studied in 
detail because they both influenced developments among the Rusyns 
and they provide illuminating comparison on the formation of national 
identity in a context of competing orientations. Outward from this core 
are various concentric circles: one includes the Rusyns and ethnic groups 
in general in North America; the other leads from Ukraine to East Central 
Europe as a whole. The case of the Rusyns invites certain comparisons to 
small nations in Western Europe, hence the occasional pieces on Monaco 
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and Luxembourg. There is work too on the theory of nationality. All 
scholars strive to work in a context, but few have worked so productively 
and fundamentally in their “concentric circles” as has Professor Magocsi, 
producing entire textbooks, encyclopedias, and atlases which put their 
specialty in the larger context. It is an unusual, yet unusually fruitful, 
scholarly style.

Also unusual are Professor Magocsi’s genres of choice. It is far more 
typical of historian, at least in our time, to concentrate on the monograph, 
that is, the detailed study of a particular, narrowly defined issue or 
incident, whether in book or article form. Such monographic studies are 
not unknown in Professor Magocsi’s work (see for example items 271, 
343), but they occupy a lesser place. Typically, the historian is supposed 
to produce several monographic studies which then lead to a work of 
synthesis. Professor Magocsi likes to work in synthetic genres, however, 
genres which both guide and facilitate the monographic work of others. 
What I have in mind are his edited collections, historiographical guides, 
annotated bibliographies, atlases, encyclopedias, surveys, and textbooks. 
These might be called the magisterial genres.

Professor Magocsi also works in engaged genres. He writes many 
discursive, interpretive, frequently provocative pieces for other scholars 
as well as educated laymen. He also writes the kind of pieces East 
Europeans call “popular-scientific” or even “publitsystyka”; for example, 
one might look at his numerous contributions to the quarterly Carpatho-
Rusyn American. Nor does he shrink from forthright polemics, when 
they strike him as warranted. He is, in short, not just studying history, but 
taking part as actor in the historical process. In other words, he uses his 
knowledge of history to influence history. This is a feature of his work 
that is very distinctive. 

The two types of genres in which he works, the magisterial and 
engaged, complement one another in an interesting way. Bibliographies, 
atlases, and the like are by no means value-free texts, but they frequently 
pose as such. Moreover, they restrict the play of subjectivity by 
comparison to monographic investigations. In the engaged genres, on 
the contrary, the subjective element is expected to play and does play a 
larger part than in the monograph. This is one of the things that makes 
Professor Magocsi’s work so interesting to read: he achieves balance by 
writing history in two diverse, yet complementary ways.
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What we have here, then, is a scholar with a unique profile, who has 
made immense contributions to knowledge: about how national identity 
is formed, about the ethnic groups who make up North America, about 
east-central Europe, about Ukraine, and about the Carpatho-Rusyns.

John-Paul Himka
University of Alberta
2000
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Statistical Notes

This bibliography is comprehensive in scope. It contains 715 title 
entries by Paul Robert Magocsi, of which there are 41 authored books, 
12  edited books,  25 brochures, 3 catalogues of library collections, 83 
chapters in books, 76 articles in scholarly journals, 296 articles in other 
periodicals, 1,008 encyclopedic entries, 382 individual maps, 13 works 
edited, 15 introductions to books, 10 résumés/reports, 37 reviews, 3 
lectures on cassettes, 11 letters to the press, and 39 interviews. Several 
entries  were written originally or were translated into languages other 
than English, including Chinese (1), Croatian (5), Czech (12), Danish (1), 
French (4), German (6), Hungarian (8), Italian (1), Polish (9), Romanian 
(7) Russian (4), Rusyn (88), Serbo-Croatian (2), Slovak (24), Slovenian 
(2), Ukrainian (53), and Vojvodinian Rusyn (30).

The arrangement is chronological and the entries are numbered 
consecutively. Each title is presented in most cases by one entry 
only, which consist of a full bibliographic description followed the 
information, if applicable, about publication elsewhere, reprints, and 
translations. In addition, the bibliography contains 736 reviews by others 
of Professor Magocsi’s publications, which are cited under the entries of 
the titles to which they pertain. The names Julian Galloway, Pavel Maču, 
Philip Michaels, which appear in brackets at the end of some titles, refer 
to pseudonyms used by the author for some of his works. Appended 
is a list of select writings about Professor Magocsi and an index of the 
authors, reviewers, and translators mentioned in the entries. 

Among Professor Magocsi’s publications, the five bestselling books are:

Title				        No. of editions	 No. sold

Historical Atlas of East-Central/
Central Europe 			   5		  22,168		                  
Ukraine: A Historical Atlas		  2 		  13,621
History of Ukraine 			   3	  	 8,831
Our People				    4	  	 6,851                                                                
Let’s Speak Rusyn 			   2		  6,211 
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